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*** 

Subject: Record of Discussion of webinar titled the ‘Fourth India Agricultural 

Outlook Forum 2020’ held on 15-16 October 2020    

The Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and 

Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW) organized the ‘Fourth India Agricultural Outlook Forum’, 

webinar on 15-16 October 2020. Programme Schedule is given in the Annexure. 

 

2.  Addressed by Shri Parshottam Rupala, Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture and 

Farmers’ Welfare, the forum was hosted through the web-centre at Krishi Bhawan, New 

Delhi. In the presence of the Hon’ble Minister and Secretary (DAC&FW), senior officials 

from the Ministries/Departments of Government of India and State Governments; 

scientists from ICAR; experts from USDA; representatives from foreign embassies; 

subject experts from International Organizations; experts from national and international 

agro-economic research institutes and Universities; and representatives from agro-

Industries, business and farmers associations actively participated in the event.  

 

Inaugural Session 

 

3.   At the outset, Mr. P.C. Bodh, Adviser, Directorate of Economics & Statistics extended 

a warm welcome to all the participants while setting the context of the forum. He gave a 

brief background of the Outlook Forum and how it has evolved as an important platform 

to deliberate on key agricultural policy issues. He highlighted the importance and role of 

demand-supply projections for agricultural outlook, analysis and policy formulation in 

agriculture. He also explained the relevance of other topics for discussion in the present 

pandemic situation. 

 

4. Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary (DAC&FW), in his keynote address, discussed the 

key agricultural reforms initiated by the Government in recent months and earlier 

endeavors. On the agricultural outlook for 2020, he said that the record sowing level and 

Government’s focus on pulses and oilseeds, point towards a great outlook for the 

agriculture sector in India during the current agricultural year. He also discussed the long 

standing legacy issues in agriculture and especially the marketing aspect of agriculture 

produce, including agricultural infrastructure and food supply management, and their 
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impact on the price realization by farmers. He briefly mentioned about the eco-system 

that has been created for post-harvest management and other steps taken by the 

Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare for promotion of FPOs, availability of short-

term credit to small and marginal farmers, promotion of direct marketing, contract 

farming, price assurance and risk mitigation of farmers. He also stressed on the required 

changes in the state legislations to give effect to these reforms.  

 

5.   Shri Parshottam Rupala, Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture, in his special 

address lauded the efforts of the Ministry for organizing the forum at this crucial time, 

and mentioned that he had been noticing the forum grow in its international and national 

participation all these years. He cheered the fact that despite the pandemic disruption, 

agriculture sector emerged as the star performer during these challenging times with a 

3.4% growth rate in the first quarter of 2020-21. The Hon’ble Minister appreciated the 

efforts of farmers and all other stakeholders for their commitment to the agriculture 

sector. He mentioned how efforts of the Ministry towards announcing MSP of Kharif and 

Rabi crops well   before the usual dates and other efforts led to an all time high sowing in 

both Kharif and Rabi crops. He briefly discussed the three Farm Laws and other policy 

measures taken by the Government for transforming Indian agriculture. The Hon’ble 

Minister pointed out that the Government’s main objectives through these reforms is to 

strengthen all activities and services in agriculture, horticulture and allied sectors through 

creation and development of agriculture infrastructure, micro food enterprises, value 

chains and logistics for fishery and animal husbandry, medicinal and herbal plants, and 

bee keeping.  

 

6. Chief Economist, USDA, Dr. Robert Johansson in his virtual address, 

congratulated the Government of India for enactment of the three farm bills for welfare of 

farmers. He mentioned that due to COVID-19 pandemic, the Global GDP is expected to 

decline by 9% and that of India by 10%. On the global agricultural production, he said 

that the production of all major crops, except cotton increased as forecasted and the 

growth in crop production mostly comes from higher yields. He also presented WTO 

trade forecasts, which projects 9.2% decline in trade in 2020 and a projected rise of 

7.2% in 2021. Global agriculture trade, however, he viewed, would be less impacted by 

the pandemic. While discussing the agricultural outlook for the USA, he envisaged a 

record meat and dairy production in the US in 2020-21. On Indian agriculture outlook, he 

said that milk production was expected to be 200 MMT in 2020 and there would be 

deficit in fodder supply in India in the coming one-two years, due to competing use of 

land for other crops cultivation. 
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Technical Sessions 

 

7.   The first technical session of the forum discussed the Global and Indian Agricultural 
Outlook. Dr. Sangita Dubey, FAO, in her presentation on global agricultural outlook, 
mentioned that under the present scenario, supply growth will outpace demand growth in 
agriculture which will cause constant or declining real prices of most commodities. On 
global output forecast for next 10 years, she explained that 85% of crop output growth is 
to come from yield improvements from higher input use, investments in production 
technology and better cultivation practices. On global food status and global food 
security, she informed that among all food items maize dominated globally; global 
commodity demand structure has certainly received a limited change; and population 
growth is the main driver of demand growth. She further added that there is a limited 
growth in demand for bio fuel and feed stock. Livestock production is expected to expand 
by 14%, which is faster than the growth in total animal numbers. She noted that exports 
are critical to livelihoods in many countries and trade is essential for global food security. 
Among the current main challenges of the world agriculture, she included COVID-19, 
locust invasion in East Africa and Asia, continued spread of African swine fever, extreme 
climatic events, trade tensions among major trading powers, evolving diets and 
consumer preferences.  

8.   While presenting the Indian demand and supply scenario for 2020-21 to 2032-33, 

Prof. Parmod Kumar, ISEC, Bangalore, mentioned that the supply estimates of 

foodgrains, milk, horticulture crops were expected to be higher than demand estimates; 

except in case of oilseeds, where shortage is a possibility. He further added that the 

demand for rice, wheat and coarse cereals has increased and that of pulses, oilseeds 

milk, meat, vegetables, fruits and nuts have declined during the lockdown period, mainly 

due to lack of consumer purchasing power and unemployment.  

Key Issues raised and Interventions suggested in Session-1: Globally 

supply growth will outpace demand growth in agriculture which will cause 

constant or declining real prices of most commodities. India is poised for 

some surplus in rice and wheat while coarse grains will be sufficient to meet 

the domestic demand whereas pulses will have deficit of around 4 to 6 

million tonnes. There is a huge possibility of expanding area under oil palm 

which has much better yield rate compared to oilseed field crops.  

9.   In the second technical session, impact of pandemic on global agriculture was 

presented by Dr. Kayode Ajewole and Dr. Felix Baquedano from USDA. They noted that 

the negative impact of the pandemic on agriculture sector hasn’t been as strong as it had 

been on other sectors of the economy. Worldwide agricultural trade has shrunk in 2020. 

The impact on agricultural imports of developed countries has been more due to COVID-

19. Agricultural exports by United States, Australia, and EU dropped more than 40 

percent from last year, in which Australia is the most affected, followed by United States 
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and EU-28. They further added that the prices of corn and soybean dropped sharply 

during the peak of Covid-19 and the prices of corn even reached its lowest level in over a 

decade (<$ 3.20). They cautioned that the COVID-19 impact is expected to last for 

several years.  

10.    In his presentation on Impact of pandemic on global agriculture trade and policy 

responses, Dr. John Southwell, Australian High Commission, New Delhi, talked about 

the Australia-India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and their strong commitment to 

work together at a time of unprecedented global challenges. He mentioned that the 

partnership between government and industry in Australia has laid strong foundations for 

its agriculture sector to make the country one of the most food secure nations in the 

world. On measures taken by the Government of Australia during the pandemic period, 

he said that early declaration of agriculture as an essential service and cooperation 

between all types of governments; measures taken with respect to Visa for migrant 

workers and temporary arrangement of easy flow of imports; promoting paper less 

trading; busting congestion for exporters; move toward data and technology supported 

regulation along with maintaining international trading rules; etc., have helped in 

mitigating the impact on agricultural exports.  

11.  Dr. P.K Joshi, Head, AERC, University of Delhi in his presentation on farm sector 

challenges and opportunities for Aatma Nirbhar Bharat (Self Reliant India) discussed the 

concept and components of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat. He mentioned that the new initiatives 

and reforms in agriculture sector, aimed to develop competitive market and improve 

price discovery mechanism, will have far reaching effects on farmers and the economy. 

He noted that migration due to pandemic has caused damage to the agriculture sector in 

India.  He also briefly discussed the opportunities in agro-processing under PM-

SAMPADA scheme and need for promotion of Start-Ups, and support to MSMEs. 

Key Issues raised and Interventions suggested in Session-2: For major 

agricultural exporting countries, year 2020 marks the lowest export activities 

in four years. About 844 million people (22% of the population) are 

estimated to be food-insecure in 2020. Australia’s experience suggests that 

stronger partnership between industry and government play a critical role 

during such challenging times and the current scenario presents an 

opportune moment for economic reforms. Measures undertaken by India for 

agriculture sector under its Atma Nirbhar Bharat will have far reaching 

impact on agriculture in terms of better availability of warehousing, cold 

chains, post-harvest management infrastructure, dairy infrastructure, 

promoting diversification towards High Value Crops and supplementary 

enterprises, promotion of local products throughout global markets, 
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strengthening supply chain of dairy, fisheries and other high value 

commodities and creating barrier free trade.  

12.  Third technical session mainly focused on major initiatives/reforms initiated in the 

agricultural sector in India and the issues being faced by the State Governments in its 

implementation. Dr. Saurabh Garg, Pr. Secretary (Agriculture), Government of Odisha, 

while speaking on the issues being faced by the State Governments, highlighted that 

farming is the most risky enterprise in India, with farmers facing weather risks, input 

risks, output risks, etc., thereby, risk reduction becomes a prime focus of agricultural 

policy makers. On the issue of risk faced by farmers, he suggested that in case of Price 

Support Scheme, one time permission for procurement for all the crops should exist, as 

in the case of paddy and wheat instead of seasonal permission. Further, the existence of 

market imperfections like information asymmetry is greater in case of small and marginal 

farmers and tends to impact the private markets. The Price Support Scheme (PSS) helps 

to reduce the market risk by assuring purchase of the final output at the MSP. At the 

same time if all the produce is sold under PSS then the private market will cease to exist 

on the buy side at least, as it has been practically the case under rice and wheat. In 

order to ensure that enough surplus remains with the farmers, even after sale under 

PSS, for private trade to survive, the restrictions on the amount that an individual farmer 

can sell should be placed. Thus, any Government policy like the PSS should be such 

that it avoids crowding out of the private market in the agriculture sector. Further he 

stressed on certainty of procurement to instil confidence among farmers. He also 

highlighted the importance of value chain approach, collectivization (FPO formation), 

promotion of NGOs, etc. While commenting on the existing scheme structures, he 

suggested that the convergence option should be given in all the schemes so that states 

can dovetail the existing schemes on new Government of India schemes/programmes 

like Agri Infrastructure Fund, and processing and marketing should be an integral part of 

the scheme. He further added that the schemes may be designed for end to end crop 

value chain and schemes not focusing on complete value chains like NFSM, BGREI may 

be revisited. To encourage technology adoption under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

Yojana (PMFBY), he suggested that the incentives for crop cutting experiment (CCE) 

should be based on number of data points captured instead of incremental CCE. 

13.   Ms. Nidhi Khare, Additional Secretary, D/o Consumer Affairs, while speaking on the 

Essential Commodities Act, mentioned that the Government’s main objective for 

amendments in Essential Commodities Act is to liberalize and deregulate the marketing 

environment of essential commodities under the Act. This will have impact on smooth 

supply of these commodities and will guarantee greater freedom to produce, hold and 

distribute.  
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Key Issues raised and Interventions suggested in Session-3: Need 

for targeted schemes for sharecroppers, tenants and landless farmers 

and greater support for small and marginal farmers (owning upto 5 

acres). Technology systems created for the schemes and programmes 

need to be flexible and integrable with existing state systems. ICAR 

institutes to focus on complete value chains and not only input related 

activities. The recent amendments to Essential Commodities Act to 

provide freedom to produce, hold, move, distribute and supply will lead 

to economies of scale and attract private sector/foreign direct investment 

into agriculture sector.  

14.   Deliberations during the fourth technical session mainly focused on sustainability 

issues in agriculture sector. Dr. Neelam Patel, Sr. Adviser, NITI Aayog discussed the 

progress made under 6 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to agriculture 

and allied sector. She briefly discussed the issues and challenges in achieving SDGs, 

including decreasing water availability per capita, deteriorating women health, 

employment generation, widening of gap between farming and non-farming income, etc. 

She also talked about the problem of obesity being faced by the surplus states and 

problem of nutritional deficiency in deficit states. 

15. On the feasibility and need for upscaling Climate Resilient Agriculture in India, Dr. M. 

Prabhakar, Pr. Investigator, CRIDA-ICAR, discussed the climate resilient agriculture 

projects undertaken by ICAR. He emphasized the importance of risk and vulnerability 

assessment and the need for resilience analysis at village level. He also mentioned that 

151 districts were identified as climatically vulnerable districts. While speaking about the 

pan-India programme by NICRA, he explained how the technology applied has resulted 

in increase in carbon sink in NICRA villages. 

Key Issues raised and Interventions suggested in Session-4: India’s 

performance on SDGs in terms of nutritional security is not satisfactory. 

Decreasing water availability per capita, deteriorating women health, 

employment generation, widening of gap between farming and non-

farming income are some areas of concern. There is a need to enhance 

resilience and adaptive capacity of farmers to climate variability, which 

require more risk and vulnerability assessment and resilience analysis at 

village level. 

16.  During the fifth technical session (Day-2), the role and importance of agricultural 

technology and views of the farming community on the same was discussed. Dr. A.K. 

Singh, Deputy Director General, ICAR in his presentation, described how the adoption of 

state-of-art technology helped farmers in terms of higher productivity and yield. He cited 
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example of districts in Eastern UP and Bihar to show how the sowing time for grains can 

impact yields. He presented a cost and benefit analysis to indicate that with the 

prevailing subsidy rates, a farmer can substantially increase his/her profit by adoption of 

zero tillage machine, rice trans-planter with nursery, paddy thresher and laser land 

leveler. He also said that the profits can accrue to farmers by the usage of integrated 

farming, wherein, activities like cropping, fishery, poultry, duckery, dairy, biogas 

production, etc. are simultaneously done on the same piece of land. He mentioned that 

the estimated marginal returns on research and development for low income states is as 

high as 9.9%. He also briefly discussed the three main drivers of adoption of agri-

technology in India, viz., Kisan Credit Cards, access to extension services and crop 

insurance. The channels of diffusion of technology are regular interaction with Krishi 

Vigyan Kendras, frequent visits to agricultural fairs and exhibitions, learning from the 

experiences of innovators and farmers’ networking with co-farmers. 

17. Prof. Manzul Kumar Hazarika, Director, Asian Institute of Technology in his address 

talked about the concept of smart farming and application of drones. He discussed the 

crucial role of data and ICT in smart farming and elaborated on data acquisition through 

the four main mediums, viz., satellites, airplanes, drones and ground surveillance. While 

discussing the pros and cons of the four mediums, he said that drones have become the 

most popular recently while use of satellite data in crop monitoring and improvement is 

also gaining popularity. Through country specific examples, he explained the NDVi 

technology and Sen-2 technology which contributes to precision crop forecasting thus 

enabling timely decision for a particular crop. 

18. Speaking on farmers’ views about use of technology in agriculture, Dr. Ajay Vir 

Jhakhar, Chairman Punjab Farmers Commission, mentioned that technology and 

innovation is an ongoing process and farmers in India are very receptive of the new 

technology being introduced. However, according to him, technology used by farmers 

should ensure food security and better quality of food. He suggested that given the 

resource constraints, government has to choose the technology in which to invest and 

investment should be made where it reaps benefits to the maximum number of farmers. 

He argued that in Indian context more feasible and practical technologies should be 

used, like spray pumps, hand-held technologies to check moisture or assaying grains 

and technology for grading and packaging, etc. He suggested that there should be a 

government policy regarding the availability of data, whether it should be free or charged 

and whether stakeholders like startups or state governments can use central 

government’ s data, etc. He also suggested the need for adequate assessment of the 

new technology like HYVs, inter-cropping that is introduced to the farmers by research 

institutes and this assessment of the impact should be done in terms of yield and other 

parameters. 
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Key Issues raised and Interventions suggested in Session-5: Early 

sowing is the best strategy to beat terminal heat stress & it also 

increases productivity. Integrated Farming System plays a vital role in 

improving livelihood of farmers in the country and has potential to 

double their income. Rate of return on agriculture R&D expenditure is 

quite high and it also reduces income inequality. Among the main 

mediums of data acquisition, drones are the most popular followed by 

satellite. In Indian context more feasible and practical technologies are 

required like spray pumps, hand-held technologies to check moisture or 

assaying grains and technology for grading and packaging, etc. 

19.   The sixth technical session focused on exploring new channels including Financial 

Derivatives in rationalizing the cost structure of Government Procurement Agencies. Shri 

S.K. Singh, Additional Managing Director, NAFED said that the availability of derivatives 

instruments to the farmers for selling their produce at higher prices with the help of 

mediators/operatives, will help them to trade in such instruments. For these derivative 

instruments to exist he suggested that there has to be a match between the quality of the 

product designed and also the delivery centers for the various types of produce have to 

be increased. He further added that the derivative market/commodity market has to be 

defined in such a manner that it addresses farmers’ perspective rather than looking at 

them from traders’ perspective. He even advocated for policies/reforms that define such 

markets more clearly to the farmers, such that the farmers understand the various 

options as per contract available to them and how to avail of the gains by selling the 

produce or trading. To overcome the practical obstacles for smooth functioning of the 

derivative markets he suggested that the government should also have fallback 

measures to address them.  

20.  Shri Aliasgar S. Mithwani, Chief General Manager, SEBI mentioned that the 

objectives of procurement by the Government are to ensure remunerative prices to the 

farmers, ensure food security by building strategic reserves. Speaking on the 

advantages of commodity derivative markets, he explained how these markets give price 

signals to the farmers and how the same can help both as price discovery and hedging 

tool for the farmers with the help of right set of policies and how it prevents from the 

hassles of going to mandis and then selling the produce. He explained how FPOs benefit 

from derivatives market as prices are captured at the time of sowing, provides 

remunerative prices, timely payment and transparent price discovery. He also 

emphasized the crucial role of FPOs and government procurement agencies to give a 

boost to the derivatives markets.  

Key Issues raised and Interventions suggested in Session-6: The 

delivery centers for the various types of agri produce have to be 
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increased for derivative instruments to flourish. Policies/reforms needed 

that define derivative markets more clearly to the farmers for selling or 

trading the produce, help them in price discovery, provide a hedging 

tool and  save the farmers from the hassles of going to mandis. 

21.  The seventh and last technical session of the forum, discussed the issues relating to 

capacity building and employment opportunities in agriculture sector. Prof. CSC Sekhar, 

IEG, Delhi discussed the rural employment scenario in recent years and emerging 

opportunities for rural labor force. He informed that female participation in rural labour 

force and agriculture declined continuously since 2004-05 and with increase in rural 

population, this led to rapid decline in female LFPR and WPR. For males, there are no 

major changes in LFPR and WPR but participation in agriculture declined. He noted that 

rural unemployment rate showed a sharp rise in 2018-19, although safety nets like 

MGNREGA, GKRA appear to have positive effect. Among the plausible reasons for such 

observed trends in workforce he highlighted the following: (i) about one third of the entire 

reduction in female labour force got engaged in educational activities, while rest of them 

confined themselves in household activities; (ii) majority of the female workers who 

withdrew and stayed back at home belong to the agricultural labour households; (iii) 

clearly, female from agricultural labour households do not prefer to go for farm work; (iv) 

non-availability of non-farm employment opportunities, rather than lack of willingness for 

outside work being the reason for de-feminisation; etc. He, therefore, suggested the 

need to further assess the reasons for women’s withdrawal from agriculture and also 

labour force; works in agriculture and rural development need to be aligned to generate 

meaningful employment. For example, there should be adequate backward linkages from 

agricultural production sector to small activities undertaken by women SHGs like pickle 

making, basket making, etc . He also added that NRLM may be dovetailed with storage 

& agro-processing industry and similarly MGNREGA and PMGSY can be dovetailed with 

building grameen haats under GrAMS and market and mandi roads.  

Key Issues raised and Interventions suggested in Session-7: There is 

a continuous decline in female labour force participation. The decline in 

rural employment between 2004-05 and 2018-19, particularly after 2012, 

was due to withdrawal of labour force from the agriculture sector, majority 

of whom did not join the non-farm sectors. MGNREGA and GKRA have 

been the main planks to provide employment to migrants who returned to 

their villages in the aftermath of Covid-19 outbreak in India. Works in 

agriculture and rural development need to be aligned to generate 

meaningful employment, like, NRLM may be dovetailed with storage & 

agro-processing industry. Similarly, MGNREGA and PMGSY can be 

dovetailed with building grameen haats under GrAMS, and market and 

mandi roads. GKRA can be a useful template for employment generation.  
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22.  All the presentations made by the speakers and other programme related resources 

have been uploaded on the website https://farmer.gov.in/iaof/IAOF_Home.aspx#    

 

 

****** 

 

ACRONYMS: 

AERC Agricultural Economics Research Centre  

BGREI Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India 

CCE  Crop Cutting Experiment 

CRIDA Central Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture 

DAC&FW Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare 

EU European Union 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 

FPO Farmers Producer Organisation 

GDP  Gross Domestic Product 

GKRA Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan 

GrAMS Gramin Agricultural Markets 

HYV High-yielding variety 

ICAR Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

ICT Information and Communications Technology 

ISEC  Institute for Social and Economic Change 

LFPR Labor Force Participation Rate 

MGNREGA Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

MMT Million Metric Tonnes 

MSME Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

https://farmer.gov.in/iaof/IAOF_Home.aspx
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MSP Minimum Support Price 

NAFED 

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of 

India 

NDVi Normalized Difference Vegetation Index 

NFSM National Food Security Mission 

NGO Non-Governmental Organisation 

NICRA National Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture 

NRLM National Rural Livelihood Mission 

PMFBY Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

PMGSY Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 

PM-SAMPADA Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana 

PSS  Price Support Scheme 

SDG Sustainable Development Goal 

SEBI Securities and Exchange Board of India 

USDA United States Department of Agriculture 

WTO World Trade Organization 
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Annexure 

 

 
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 

 

Webinar Agenda: 4th India Agricultural Outlook Forum 2020  
Date:                  15th & 16th October 2020 

Web Centre:        Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi   
Time*/Day -1 Session  Speaker & Chairperson 

10.30 Welcome Address and Context Setting 
for the Webinar 

Shri P.C. Bodh, Adviser, 
Directorate of Economics & 
Statistics, DAC&FW 

10.40 - 10.50 Keynote Speech Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, 
DAC&FW 

10.50 - 11.00 Special Address  Shri Parshottam Rupala, Hon’ble 
MoS, DAC&FW  

11.00 - 11.15 Distinguished Speaker Prof. Ramesh  Chand  Member, 
NITI Aayog 

11.15 - 11.30 Distinguished Speaker Dr. Robert Johansson, Chief 
Economist, USDA 

Technical  Session –I  Agricultural Outlook 

11.45 -12.45 Global  Agricultural Outlook Dr. Sangita Dubey, Regional 
Statistician, FAO, Bangkok 

 Indian  Agricultural Outlook Dr. Parmod Kumar, Professor, 
Agro Economics Research Unit, 
ISEC, Bangalore 

 Chairperson Dr. Abhijit Sen, Professor 
Emeritus, JNU 

Technical Session– II   Global Agriculture Supply Chain amid Covid-19 Pandemic and Aatma 
Nirbhar Bharat in Farm Sector 

13.45 – 14.45 Impact of Pandemic on Global 
Agriculture 

Dr. Felix G. Baquedano, 
Economist, USDA and Dr. Kayode 
Ajewole, Economist, USDA 

 Impact of Pandemic on Global 
Agriculture Trade and Policy Responses 
-focusing on Australia’s response and 
possible learnings for India  

Dr. John Southwell, Counsellor 
(Agriculture), Australian High 
Commission in India 

 Opportunities and Challenges under 
Aatma Nirbhar Bharat in Farm Sector 
and way forward 

Dr. P.K. Joshi, Head, AERC, Delhi 
and Former Director for South 
Asia, IFPRI 

 Chairperson  
 

Dr. Shailaja Fennell, Reader, 
Department of Land Economy, 
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University of Cambridge 

Technical Session-III  Game-changer Initiatives in Farm Sector 

15.00 - 16.00 Short-term and Long-term Impact of 
recent Farm Laws and Agriculture 
Infrastructure Fund on farm sector and 
on private sector participation in post- 
harvest infrastructure  

Shri Vivek Aggarwal, Joint 
Secretary, DAC&FW 

 Essential Commodities Act and its 
impact on smoothening food supply 
management and on influencing private 
sector investment  

Ms. Nidhi Khare, Additional 
Secretary, D/o Consumer Affairs  
 

 Are States facing any constraints 

administratively to adopt the changes in 
short run?  

Shri Saurabh Garg, Pr. Secretary 

(Agriculture), Government of 
Odisha 

 Chairperson Dr. Abhijit Sen, Professor 
Emeritus, JNU 

Technical Session – IV   Converging Domestic  Agriculture  Policy  with International  
Commitments on  Sustainable and  Inclusive Farm Growth   

16.00 -17.00 Converging domestic agriculture  goals 
with SDGs and the Way Forward  

Dr. Neelam Patel, Sr. Adviser, NITI 
Aayog  

 Are SDGs and current agriculture policy 
in States consistent?   

Shri Manish Bhardwaj, Secretary 
(Agriculture), Govt of Gujarat  

 Climate Resilient Agriculture in India- 
Feasibility and need for Upscaling 

Dr. M. Prabhakar, Pr. Investigator, 
Central Research Institute for 
Dryland Agriculture (CRIDA), ICAR 

 Chairperson  Prof. Vijay Paul Sharma, 
Chairman, CACP 

Day -2 (16 October, 2020) 

Technical Session – V  Decoding Agri-Tech Potential in India  

10.30-11.30 Is agri-tech opportunity a win-win game 
for all stakeholders? 

Dr. A.K. Singh, Deputy Director 
General, ICAR 

 New Technologies in Agriculture Sector 
and Challenges in their Adoption 

Prof. Manzul Kumar Hazarika, 
Director , Asian Institute of 

Technology, Bangkok 

 Experience of farmer community in 
adopting agri-tech solution in field  

Dr. Ajay Vir Jakhar, Chairman, 
Punjab Farmers Commission  

 Chairperson Dr. K.L. Prasad, Former Pr. 
Adviser, DAC&FW 

Technical Session- VI  Exploring new channels including Financial Derivatives (Futures and 
Options) in rationalising the cost structure of Government Procurement Agencies(GPAs) 

11.40 – 12.30 Is the GPAs and farmers organisation 
ready to enter into commodity derivative 
market? 

Shri Aliasgar S. Mithwani, Chief 
General Manager, SEBI 

 Are the initiatives launched by GPAs 
resulting in reduction in food loss and 
economic cost?   

Shri B.S. Mohapatra, Former 
Executive Director, FCI 
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 Can cost component of Pradhan Mantri 
Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan 
(PM-AASHA) be experimented on 
derivative market? 

Shri Sanjeev Kumar Chadha, 
Managing Director, NAFED 

 Chairperson Dr. Siraj Hussain, Sr. Fellow, 
ICRIER and Former Secretary, 
DAC&FW 

Technical  Session – VII  Capacity building  and Decent Employment Opportunities in 
Agriculture  Sector  

12.30 - 13.30 Opportunities and constraints  in 
capacity building in farm sector 

Dr. Satendra Arya,  CEO, 
Agriculture Skill Council of India  

 Emerging opportunities for rural labour 

in agriculture and related activities 

Prof. CSC Sekhar, Head AERC, 

IEG, Delhi 

 Chairperson  Mrs. Sunita Sanghi, Pr. Economic 
Adviser, M/o Skill and 
Development  

Vote of Thanks by Shri Anil Sharma, Adviser, Directorate of Economics & Statistics, DAC&FW 
*All the timings are as per Indian Standard Time (IST) 

 

 

*** 


